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The Myths and Legends of the North American Indians . By 
Lewis Spence. London: George G. Harrap and Company. 
1914. Pp. xii, 393. 

In this book are collected many of the myths of the North 
American Indians, which are told in very interesting fashion. 
The primary object, to quote from the introduction “is to furnish 
the reader with a general view of the mythologies of the Red Man 
of North America, accompanied by such historical and ethno- 
logical information as will assist him in gauging the real con- 
ditions under which this most interesting section of humanity 
existed.” 

The first two chapters are introductory. The first, dealing with 
the divisions, customs, and history of the race, gives a brief sum- 
mary of the various theories of the origin of the North American 
Indians. The author accepts the current view of Asiatic origin, 
but rather doubts the presence of man in America in the pre- 
Glacial period. The second chapter, dealing with the mythologies 
of the North American Indians, discusses the three forms of 
their religion, animism, totemism and fetishism. It groups to- 
gether the various creation stories of the different nations and 
their religious ceremonies. The rest of the book is devoted to 
the retelling of representative myths of the Algonquins, Iroquois, 
Sioux, Pawnees, and the Northern and North-western Indians. 

The author points out the many resemblances in these myths 
to European and particularly Scandinavian folk tales, but holds 
that they have “an atmosphere of their own which strongly 
differentiates them from the folk-tales of all other races.” 

Intervention and Colonization in Africa . By Norman Dwight 
Harris. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 1914. Pp. xviii, 384. 

Two of the most important changes in European civilization 
have taken place within recent times, the rise of capitalized indus- 
try and the expansion of European society throughout the world. 
The last forty years has seen a powerful impulse given to the 
second movement which has now practically staked out the world 
among the great nations of Europe and the United States. It is 
to this expansion that Professor Harris has given his attention 
and in this volume has recorded the partition of Africa with 
particular emphasis upon the period beginning with the decade 
1870-1880 when colonial expansion entered upon its most recent 
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phase. His point of view is that of the students of diplomacy 
and political history. 

The difficulty in dealing with such a broad subject in so limited 
a space is either that the treatment shall be superficial or that the 
reader shall be supplied with a mass of details with no clue to 
their interpretation. Professor Harris seems to have struck a 
happy mean by selecting for fuller treatment those colonies whose 
history is typical of the policy of the various great colonizing 
nations in Africa. The book offers a very convenient and authori- 
tative summary of the political development of the great colonial 
states of Africa. 

J eivish Life in Modern Times. By Israel Cohen. New York: 
Dodd, Mead and Company. 1914. Pp. xiii, 374. 

Mr. Cohen gives as his purpose in writing this book “in the 
first place, to depict the variegated life of the Jewish people at 
the present day in all its intimacy and intensity, and secondly, 
to trace the evolution that is being produced by modern forces, 
or, in other words, to describe the static conditions of Jewry and 
then to analyze the effects of the dynamic forces to which they 
are exposed.” He has set himself a rather big task to give a 
general survey of the conditions of Jewry throughout the world 
but he has succeeded perhaps better than might be expected; for 
widely scattered as the Jews are and differing as they do in 
language and appearance, they still possess that feeling of soli- 
darity and that similarity in essentials which is one of the 
wonders of the world. Mr. Cohen considers the various aspects of 
Jewish life, social, political, economic, intellectual, religious, and 
concludes with the national and a plea for the Zionist Movement. 

Perhaps the most interesting chapters are those devoted to the 
religious aspect, in which is noted the gradual relaxation of re- 
ligious bonds. In those countries in which the Jew has gained 
the right to worship in peace, he is fast losing his belief in the 
faith of his fathers; a loss which Mr. Cohen attributes to “the 
acquisition of higher education, the results of the Higher Criti- 
cism, the teaching of science, the increasing intercourse with 
the Christian population, and the exacting demands of the eco- 
nomic struggle.” While conversions do not seem to be numerous — 
Dalman puts the number for the last century at 250,000 — they 
seem to be increasing since the beginning of the twentieth century. 
“The all-compelling motive is the desire for equality of oppor- 
tunity in the competition of life.” We are apt to think of Russia 
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